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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "Human nature is full of riddles and contradictions; their verycomplexity engenders art — and by art I mean the search for something more than simple linear
formulations, flat solutions, over-simplified explanations. One of these riddles is: how is it that people
who have been crushed by the sheer weight of Slavery and cast to the bottom of the pit can nevertheless
find strength in themselves to rise up and free themselves — first in spirit and then in body — while thosewho soar unhampered over the peaks of freedom suddenly lose the taste of freedom, lose the will to
defend it, and, hopelessly confused and lost, almost begin to crave slavery?"

— Alexander Solzhenitsyn in "The West's Betrayal of Civilisation", 1976

 

 

SUBVERTING EDUCATION: A CONSPIRACY TO DUMB US DOWN by James Reed:
"If people cannot write well, they cannot think well, and if they cannot think well, others will do their
thinking for them." — George Orwell

 

One can be sure that a conspiracy — that is, organised intentional human action to a specific end —
exists where so many extraordinary events occur together that the probability of a mere chance
occurrence is diminishingly small. If I said that I flipped a coin 5,000 times and it turned up heads
5,000 times, although this may be possible as a matter of abstract logic, it is most likely that the coin
used is a 'brummy' one. The same argument applies to our education system. So many events of
extraordinary corruption occur that we can be certain that the matter is not due to chance alone.
One can be sure that a conspiracy - that is, organised intentional human action to a specific end - exists
where so many extraordinary events occur together that the probability of a mere chance occurrence
is diminishingly small. If I said that I flipped a coin 5,000 times and it turned up heads 5,000 times,
although this may be possible as a matter of abstract logic, it is most likely that the coin used is a
‘brummy' one. The same argument applies to our education system. So many events of extraordinary
corruption occur that we can be certain that the matter is not due to chance alone.
The Universities in Ruin Let us start at the top. Two phenomena have jointly destroyed the
traditional liberal view of the university as preserving a culture of learning about the great works of the
West. First, a large series of political reforms — most recently by Education Minister Brendon Nelson —
have made the universities into an export business; indeed a $5-7 billion a year business.
Universities are flooded with overseas, primarily Asian students, and the entire institution revolves
around them. Rather than being primarily concerned with achieving educational excellence with our
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own people, our universities have become businesses which differ from corporations like McDonald's
only in what is served. In such a context, dumbing down is inevitable.

The second source of decadence and degeneracy in the modern university radiates from the humanities
and social sciences departments. This source is so well known and documented that insightful
articles about the decline can be found even in our daily papers. Anne Mcllroy, head of the English
department at Genazzano FCS College in Melbourne, in an article "Who's for Shakespeare?" (The
Australian, February 10th, 2005) informs us that English literature study, rather than encouraging
interaction with the great works of the West, now simply supports the new class ideology of the
Left — feminism, social criticism and "deconstructionism".

No longer can Shakespeare's works be considered "great", supplying insights into the human condition.
Rather, Shakespeare is considered a racist, Euro-centric and patriarchal. Students, in accordance
with the literary philosophy of "deconstructionism" are encouraged to consider all texts as equal, just
as all men are, allegedly, equal under Leftist ideology.

Thus "Queer Eye for the Straight Guy" and "Sex in the City", truly horrible television programmes, rank
alongside —and maybe "above" (contradictorily) Macbeth and Hamlet. Goethe is out and garbage is in.

Clearly, a disintegration of the culture of the mind is inevitable.
Of course what applies to English literature holds true even more strongly in university departments
such as politics and sociology.

The Decaying School System: Boys are suffering in the high school and primary system. On the
average they achieve substantially lower grades than girls at both primary and high school. This has
resulted from a feminisation of the school system where continuous assessment, which girls favour,
dominates exams, which boys generally do better in. In primary schools over 90 per cent of teachers
are women and most are politically Left.

Mcllroy quotes Wayne Sawyer's editorial in the journal English in Australia as an example of this
politicisation: Sawyer laments that the re-election of the Howard government shows that teachers
have failed in their job! The result of this alienation is often violence by boys: thousands of teachers
in the public school system have been bashed. Alternatively, boys commit suicide, with suicide
accounting for 25 per cent of male deaths in the 15-24 year age group. Australia has one of the
highest rates of youth suicide on the planet.

In another sense, both boys and girls at Australian schools are doing poorly academically. As Kevin
Donnelly, author of Why Our Schools are Failing, points out in a recent article, Fads No Substitutefor
Teaching (The Australian, January 15th, 2005) by international standards all Australian children are
doing poorly.

The trends in Mathematics and Science Study, undertaken by the International Association for Evaluation
of Educational Achievement which measured traditional mathematics, found a poor performance by
Australian students. This is supported by the widespread existence of remedial classes in the sciences
to bring first-year students up to scratch. Matters are worse in the arts where students have been
found to have difficulty spelling and composing sentences with correct grammar.

The Conspiracy to 'Dumb Us Down": Kevin Donnelly points his finger at "progressive education"
as the culprit for this sorry state of affairs. Thus phonics was replaced by the "whole language
approach" where students learned to guess the word by relying on memory of the shape — an Asiatic
approach to language. Donnelly does not trace the origins of "progressive education" but a number of
excellent books from the League do. For example, Marion Wallis in The Subversion ofAustralian
Education and Jean M. Wallis in The Disaster Road, have, to state their thesis simply, contrasted
traditional education with the "progressive education" philosophy.
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A traditional education has as its philosophy, grounding in Christian philosophy as a belief in absolutes
in morality and a divine ordering of the Universe. Morality is based on the natural law of God and man
is responsible for his actions.

"Progressive education" is based upon Humanism — that there are no absolutes or eternal moral truths
as man is alone in a purely mechanistic universe. Man is not responsible for his actions, but is a
puppet of external forces. Hence, as in communism, man can and should be controlled to produce
"heaven on earth".

It is no coincidence that our present Leftist-dominated school system pushes Asianisation, anti-
Europeanism, multiculturalism and other pernicious ideologies, for these are mechanisms of thought
control and ultimately person control. To see how this is done in detail, see these two excellent books.
(Available from all League Book Services).

The decay of our education system — or rather the planned destruction of it — must of course be met
by organised political action through people determined to counter this influence. This will be a long-
term process, as the "Long March" of the Left through our institutions is now complete.

Those having children at school now, or about to go to school, cannot of course wait. It is
recommended that you purchase a copy of John Taylor Gatto's Dumbing Us Down: The Hidden
Curriculum of Compulsory Schooling, which shows in detail that compulsory schooling kills student
creativity and the young's potential for learning.

The school system has become a method of social domination and control. Having read these books
parents should vote with their feet and enrol their children in "alternative" but "traditional" schools —

even if it means further economic belt tightening. Our children are the future and the sacrifice is
worth it. Consider as well the possibility of home schooling your children. This option is becoming
more plausible with evolving home schooling networks and resources.

Remember: our chance for the future and the survival ofcivilisation ultimately rests with our children.

HOMOSEXUAL LOBBY SEEKS TO SILENCE CALGARY BISHOP by Paul Fromm:

A Human Rights Complaint has been filed against a Catholic Bishop in Canada — "Filed for Defence of
Traditional Marriage."

Paul Fromm writes from Canada: A decade ago, we tried to warn the churches that they were
next. Once the thought police had gotten the Doug Collins and Ernst Zundels, their next targets would
be the churches. The powerful homosexual lobby has been salivating at the opportunity to shut up
and shut down their critics. Barbara Kulaszka, the gutsy Eastern Ontario attorney who has acted for
us on occasions, repeatedly warned fellow lawyer Gwen Landolt of "Real Women", that religious
groups like RW would be next. Intelligent self-interest might have dictated that groups like RW join us
and intervene for freedom of speech in the Zundel case. They didn't.

Now, the churches — at least those who believe in anything more than God being some touchy feely
fem — are in the firing line. The less than candid federal politicians assure churches and other religious
leaders (Sikhs, Hindus and Moslems) not sold on marrying Bruce and Barry that they'll never have to
perform gay marriages, if that violates their religious views.

The ‘kicker’ is that it's the provinces, not the feds, who actually have jurisdiction over marriage.
Provincial human rights commissions have been targeting Christians for over a decade. Christian
mayors (Hamilton, St. John) have been fined or forced to declare Gay and Lesbian Pride Days. Men
like Scott Brockie in Ontario were fined by the Ontario Human Rights Commission for refusing to
print letterheads for a homosexual archive group. Don't believe the assurances.

Columnist Lorne Gunter writes: "Since the adoption of the Charter 20 years ago, courts — and the
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well-financed activist groups that use them to advance their causes - have established a hierarchy of
rights. On this new totem pole, protection of religious belief is at the bottom (right next to property
rights). (National Post, April 11th, 2005)

In fact, strong reasons to question the assurances has arisen in Alberta. No less than his Grace
Bishop Fred Henry of Calgary is now being dragged before the Alberta Human Rights Commission
for a pastoral letter, no less, to his own flock reminding them that the Church's doctrine on the
sanctity of marriage means a man and a woman, not Bruce wedding Barrie, or Nora having nuptials
with Nancy. He also invited them to involve themselves in the political process, as the Liberal Party
revolutionaries, aided by the NDP and the Bloc intend to redefine marriage.

Charter of Human Rights no guarantee: For voicing his religious views — supposedly protected
under the Charter — the Calgary cleric now finds himself in peril of fines or other punishment. The
bishop is a fighter and has answered his critics: "My rights to freedom of religion and free speech
have been violated. Those that support same-sex marriage want to shut the churches out of this
important debate. Those who favour same-sex marriage have been given full opportunity to state
their views on this issue. But now they are saying that anyone who speaks out against same-sex
marriage is discriminating against homosexuals." (LifeSiteNews, March 30th, 2005)

Canadians readers may wish to let the Alberta Human Rights Commission or Premier Ralph Klein
know their views on the matter.

To contact the commission or Alberta Premier Ralph Klein with your concerns:
humanrights@gov.ab.ca _http://www.gov.ab.ca/premier/feedback.cfm

SAFEGUARD THE OATH OF OFFICE by Phillip Benwell, MBE, National Chairman, Australian
Monarchist League:

The moves by the State Labor (Republican) Governments to remove the Oath of Allegiance to The
Queen are morally, if not legally, unconstitutional.

The current Oath in New South Wales for all Members of the Parliament is to: "be faithful and bear
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth, Her Heirs and Successors according to law. So help
me God." This inviolate Oath is taken not just to The Queen as a person, but to the institution of
Government under The Crown, binding Members of the Parliaments to protect all tenets of our
constitutional democracy.

The proposed Pledge, which is not an Oath, of "loyalty to Australia and the people of NSW" is
essentially meaningless as it does not bind the Parliamentarians in the same manner as the current
constitutional Oath does.

Given the fact that the people voted in a referendum less than five years ago, it is strange that
politicians are now wanting to be ‘loyal’ to the people by rejecting out of hand the decision of those
very people to retain our Constitutional Monarchy!

The fact that the NSW Constitution Act empowers the Legislature to alter the Constitution without
the requirement of a referendum, does not absolve the Parliament from their responsibility to seek a
special mandate from the people on this issue.

It is important that as many people as possible phone talk-back radio and write Letters to the Editor
protesting at these moves to remove by stealth that which the People have voted to retain.

PS: According to one guest at the Queen's reception to Charles and Camilla, which followed the
service of prayer, Charles responded "from the heart" when he said: "God bless my parents, my
family, my wife and damn the British press." Source: Jnternational Express, 12/4/05.
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